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The most Famous Library Binding 

THE FACSIMILE PUBLISHERS’ BINDING 
— THE GENUINE FACSIMILE--STILL UNSURPASSED 
OVER 2,100 BINDINGS IN STOCK. PLEASE SEE LISTS 


This Style—introduced by us—is still regarded as the most up-to-date binding for 
Crown 8vo Fiction. Full Library Specification and Strength—and by using the 
Publishers’ own brasses, and in the same bright colours, gives a constant effect of new 
publishers’ books on the shelves. A new list of titles of bindings is ready, over 2,100, 
and we are constantly increasing the number. oe we send you a copy? 


Our Book Department has also lists of books bound in 
this and other attractive styles, at inclusive prices. 


North Acton Rd., Harlesden, London 
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Editorial 
Repercussions of the Margate Conference will be felt for some time to come. There is still 
the suggestion that one or the other side won in the debate on central control, for example, 
but we would suggest that it was an occasion when a case was stated and combatted and 
that the result was the only wise one; that is to say, both parties agreed that the Council 
should consider the matter. It would be in the highest degree dangerous if at any open 
meeting of over 1,000 members of the Library Association any policy, then for the first time 
outlined, should be adopted as a settled rule of life. Such questions as central control have 
to be considered in all their bearings, and admirable as was the case Colonel Mitchell made 
for it, and forceful as was Mr. Berwick Sayers’s rejoinder, they would not be regarded as 
final statements, even by themselves. There were some murmurings at the swift close of 
the debate, and there were more than murmurings that so important a matter should arise 
without due notice. These are not quite reasonable, and no one could have handled the 
meeting more quietly and impartially than the President (Mr. Savage) did. That no notice 
was given of the debate is hardly true although the words of the motion proposed by Colonel 
Mitchell were not known until the debate began ; but the intention of the debate was to 
elicit opinions which might help the council in framing a policy ; there was no intention to 
reach a decision or to publish the results of the meeting. A considered report, twelve months 
hence, on the deliberations of the L.A. Council on the matter should be far better than any 
account of the vapourings at Margate. 


* *x * * * 


* 


The nearness to the Conference of the publication of our Report Number gave us little 
chance to comment upon the Annual Dinner. It had no music, but it did have the best 
menu we have had in years, and the speeches outshone those at any Annual Dinner since 
the War. Mr. Jast has alleged that once the L.A. had speakers who combined wisdom, 
wit and fluency. It showed at Margate that it had them still; Mr. Jast himself proved it, 
making an after-dinner speech combining all the qualities he lamented as gone, while Mr. 
Salter-Davies, Professor Harold Laski and Dr. Sandison completely held the table. The 
Mayor’s speech was one of the best in its class, and the President was charaéteristically good. 
All this is important. The Annual Dinner is the occasion on which we present ourselves as 


= hosts and entertainers, and it must be confessed that usually there is much verbiage and 
eg: little entertainment. The suggestion that the L.A., having in mind the faé& that most public 
7 ag and other librarians have to make many after-dinner speeches in the course of their careers, 
he S should give them lessons in the art is only absurd because it is impossible; it certainly is 
& 4 needed, or would be if wit, fluency and wisdom could be taught! That the Margate speeches 
, ze were so outstanding an exception is most encouraging. 
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Before we leave the general subject of the Conference, we must say a word in apprecia- 
tion of the manner in which President Savage conduéted it. He gave the meetings, impartially, 
his full support, he presided whenever he was in the chair with effective but unobtrusive 
mastery, and his own speeches, like his presidential address, were all contributions to the 
subjects under survey. If he cou/d have added to his reputation amongst librarians, he certainly 
did so at Margate. * * * * * * 

Our young contributor this month quite rightly tells us that librarians become more 
and more “ reference-conscious.” His article will cause some to review again the oppor- 
tunities this work affords them ; and we may repeat, what we have so often said, that reference 
work is impossible without reference librarians. Such a statement is in danger of becoming 
a platitude, because while it is accepted not everyone knows what it really means. We suggest 
that Mr. Hawkins, or some other praéticing reference librarian, should show how actual 
reference work is conducted ; for example, readers come in with a question, often a vague 
one, in their minds. How is that question to be elicited and defined? Then, what is the 
approach to its answer ? Usually this means a chain of references, longer or shorter in pro- 
portion to the skill and knowledge of the librarian. Knowledge is often of less value than 
skill in recognising the lines of attack. A good reference librarian could give many concrete 
cases and a record of the steps by which they were solved. Indeed, work in a busy reference 
library is a fascinating type of detective activity. It would be attractive to read about, and it 
must be instructive. * * * * * * 

In the holiday season, which is upon us, it is interesting to note how many library 
workers are going abroad this year. It is all to the good; the narrow nationalism in intel- 
le€tual outlook which is our British characteristic is most unfortunate when it exists in the 
librarian; and nothing is calculated to remove it so fully as a holiday in another country. 
Scarcely to be regarded as holidays, because they involve hard work, are the ambassadorial 
visits which British librarians, aided by funds from the Rockefeller Trust, are making, or 
have made, to all parts of Europe. It is really a fact that even in so close a neighbour as 
Belgium it is not realized that England has any libraries or librarianship, and perhaps our 
own ignorance is no less. The visits have included a wide pilgrimage to British libraries 
as well, and two or three of our emissaries have been to America. All this helps to swell the 
information department at Chaucer House, itself a good thing, but it also brings about some 
contacts much overdue. 

* * * * * * 

Librarians are generally alive to the possibilities that science places in their way. The 
talking-book, exhibited at Margate, offers a service to those who become blind late in life 
and find it almost impossible to learn Braille or even Moon type. By its means good books 
are recorded on concentrated discs of the gramophone type and are reproduced as such records 
are. In the crowd it was impossible to do justice to the method, but given a fine voice, not 
too meticulously perfeét, in short an unconscious one—a difficult thing to find we admit— 
these records should be invaluable. To be of use to ordinary readers the talking machines 
and records must be cheap. 

* * * * * * 

On the edge of summer holidays we wish our readers the re-creation which they should 
bring. The protracted winter has made them more than ever desirable this year. By the 
time these words appear L.A. examination students will either have received good news 
to increase their enjoyment or news less good from which we hope August (or whenever 
their holiday may be) will enable them to recover. The Intermediate Examination, as it 
Stands is past praying: for, and those who by happy exception have overcome it have special 
reason to rejoice. The others may take some cold comfort from the thought that 1937 will 
be the last year in which it will endure in its present ‘“‘ cat and mouse ” form. After holidays 
—or as part of them for some—is the* admirable Summer School of Library Service at 
Birmingham at which we hope all attendance records may be broken, 
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Some Observations on Reference Book Selection 


By E. R. J. Hawkrns, F.L.A. (Assistant, Reference Library, Croydon). 


“ Tus is a large unwieldy book, Mr. Smithers, but it has several fine plates in it, and this 
old lending book has historical value. They had better go into the Reference Library.” 
“Yes, sir, and there is also Councillor Throgmorton’s gift of books expressly for the 
Reference Department. What about those ?” 

Even the best librarian must reconcile himself, to a certain extent, to these methods of 
Book Accumulation, but he can allow himself much more scope and judgment in Book 
Selection. 

If the Reference Library is to supply the fullest and most authoritative information for 
the student and research worker, in all subjeéts, and provide the means of giving an answer 
to almost any question, a fairly liberal policy of book sele&tion must be adopted. It is 
so easy to regard the department as a depository and not as a workshop, but recent 
contributions to the professional journals show that librarians are becoming “ reference 
conscious.” 

Assuming that the basic principles of book seleétion and the standard guides to reference 
books such as Mudge and Minto are known by the reader, the following methods of sele&tion 
of current books for addition to stock may prove useful. 

The first question that arises is who is to seleét the books ? One of the best ways is to 
let each member of the reference staff seleét those he considers should be added. The sugges- 
tions are most conveniently written on slips. Then the Librarian-in-charge can co-ordinate 
them and submit them to the Chief Librarian, who is able to add his own suggestions and 
make his decisions. There is a three-fold advantage in this system. The chief is relieved 
of a certain amount of hunting, but retains his controlling power. The Staff is encouraged 
to take a creative interest in the department’s work, and the effeéts of personal prejudice 
are minimised. Although no hard and fast line should be drawn, it is useful to get assistants 
to concentrate on those branches of knowledge in which they are most interested. They 
are then able to bring an evaluative influence to bear on their seleétion. 

Teachers and industrialists in administrative positions are often able to give useful 
opinions on the value of specialised books and are only too pleased to do so, especially when 
they are their professional tools. Useful men can often be co-opted to the libraries 
committee. 

It would be a waste of space to repeat here a list of the publishers’ circulars and bulletins 
with which we are flooded and from which a seleétion of books can be culled, or to remind 
the reader of the commercial travellers who call and very often do have a useful book among 
their samples. 

Perhaps the book reviews in periodicals are the best aids to a critical book seleétion. 
Their uses are obvious, but they have one or two drawbacks. Sometimes far too many 
books are reviewed—and favourably reviewed—in a branch of science where the library 
will add at the most three books in a year. In that case the librarian can just as easily glance 
through The Publishers’ Circular. Another technical journal has the nasty habit of reviewing 
books one or two years old; just those technical books which are required new. Other 
journals review in glowing terms books which are published by their own proprietors ! 
The Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux has recently started The Aslib 
Book-Lift : quarterly recommendations of recently published scientific and technical books which 
should be an excellent tool. If I may make a criticism, it suffers from being too bulky for the 
smaller public library, and it would be very useful if the editor could star about ten per cent. 
as special selections. The form divisions into “ intermediate,” “ advanced,” etc., are very 
useful. 

The monthly list of government publications must not be overlooked. It is a platitude 
to say that official reports are Stuffed full of information, but I can say from experience that 
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the more you buy the greater is the number of people who use them. They are by no means 
dead stock. Naturally the type of government publication bought will vary somewhat 
with the locality. Reports of general interest, such as the Occupational Tables, can be relied 
on to pay for themselves, and they actually begin to wear out. 

Which brings us again to the question as to what is a reference book. The only test 
is, do people use it in the reference library ?. There is no line of demarcation between lending 
and reference works. The former are usually taken home and, one presumes, read right 
through ; the latter are looked into for a certain piece of information. 


It is for this reason that a good index is so necessary to a reference book. I would go 
so far as to say that no modern work without an exhaustive index should be bought. 


The larger and more expensive books will tend to gravitate to our department because 
(1) a few important works are more likely to satisfy searchers than several popular ones ; 
and popular books are more likely to be taken home from the lending library ; (2) they keep 
in better condition and can be lent to careful readers. The Regional Bureau system has, 
rightly or wrongly, largely broken down the barrier to the lending of reference books. 


A question that can often be asked in choosing a volume is have we already got this 
information up-to-date ? A reference book is usually available, and there is not that necessity 
for duplication of stock that prevails elsewhere. 


In the case of new editions, there is often a doubt whether the latest is worth obtaining, 
and Mr. Barlow’s guide to new editions at the end of this journal can be thoroughly recom- 
mended as an aid in decision. 

Encyclopedias, directories, annuals and diétionaries are the most obvious reference workse 
They must be kept up-to-date. Any library that cannot afford to get each issue of a directory 
or annual should not trouble to purchase any copy. Out of date information is so often 
false and you eventually have to check it with the latest available. Readers tend to judge the 
whole library by the annuals shelf, as they usually see that first. The question as to which 
ones to buy is best answered by the local demand, but both the quick reference and 
Standard stock must be thoroughly representative of all branches of knowledge. 


Loose-leaf books which the publishers bring up-to-date periodically are very useful, and 
(applied psychology !) the reader thinks anything loose-leaf must be the last word on a subject. 
Twentieth Century Business Practice and The Europa Encyclopaedia of Europe are good examples 
of this type of book. : 

The normal criteria apply to the general book stock. Is the price suitable ? Is the book 
well produced ? Illustrations and diagrams are essential to certain types of books. We must 
aim at having something about everything by an author who is an authority on his subjeé. 


And here appears a reason why we should have standard text-books on the reference 
shelves. These books contain the basic knowledge of their subje&, and the tale of knowledge 
is incomplete without them. Text books are very often consulted by people who have to 
become acquainted quickly with some faéts just outside their normal work. They cannot 
afford to wait until the lending copy is available. Text books can be used for general informa- 
tion also ; instances are Stamp and Beaver’s The British Isles, Roberts’ Heat and Thermodynamics, 
Samson’s Every Man bis own Builder, and Quennell’s History of Everyday Things in England. 

In faét, any books constantly in demand by reference readers fromthe lending library 
should be added to the reference stock. It is most improvident to rely on books that you 
may or may not be lucky enough to find in. 

A great many librarians add most of their art books to the reference library, where 
they become expensive white elephants. When they are shelved there greater facilities for 
home reading should be made than obtain in most libraries. 

Books for the technical seétion will always work out expensively, as they have to be 
brought up-to-date quickly. Historical books have the great charm that they are always 
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historical, and the librarian will have loads of these thrust on him. This is a comparatively 
inexpensive section. 

The literature shelves do not date so quickly either. Most well known poets, essayists 
and dramatists should be represented, but fiction is not necessary. Standard novels can 
normally be picked up if needed from the lending department. A coileéted edition of a 
well known author is always worth adding. 

In music, as in art, the books are better used on loan, but the reference library ought 
to be provided with standard encyclopedias and criticisms such as Grove, and Kobbé’s 
Complete Opera Book. The words of popular songs are often called for, and a colle&ion of 
these is by no means to be despised. 

The best maps to buy are the official publications of the countries concerned. Other 
maps are almost invariably based on them. It is far better to buy a set of good maps than 
gradually to accumulate not very useful oddments from the presses of commercial houses, 
as many libraries do. An article in the March 1936 Library Association Record provides some 
very useful hints about maps. Specialised maps are not called for often in public libraries, 
but at least topographical and geological maps for as far as the purse will stretch should be 
available. 

Very ofien, research work will reveal a serious gap in the department’s store of informa- 
tion. A book should then be tracked down in the numerous bibliographies available, and 
bought. If it is out of print, second-hand booksellers can often produce a copy after a time. 

Books cannot be selected for special colleétions ; they have to be accumulated by all 
means available, or the colleétion soon ceases to be special. Here again, booksellers are the 
chief means of providing the books. 

Readers’ suggestions cannot be negleéed or treated with contempt. A Statement was 
made at the Conference that far too many suggestions are made. But if only five per cent. 
are accepted the library is that five per cent. better off. The test of a reader’s suggestion is 
whether or not the book will be very useful to others besides himself. 

After going through the throes of book selection, most important libraries publish lists 
of additions and send them to other libraries. A comparison of these bulletins with one’s 
own often reveals a book that should be bought. Let it not be the general praétice that 
libraries should seleé&t from each other’s stock ; that would indeed be a vicious circle; but 
a good check is afforded by a regular examination of these bulletins. 


Illustrations for the Reference Library 
By HELEN FRANcEs BisHop (Borough Librarian, Wimbledon Public Library). 


Wuutsr the idea of using picture material in the Reference Library is not a new one, the 
practice is on the increase and is likely to become still more general. A short description of 
our colleétion at the Wimbledon Public Library may therefore be appreciated by others who 
are working on the same lines. 

We have a collection of about 6,000 illustrations mounted on grey art paper of double 
texture. Each mount measuring ten inches by thirteen, sufficient size to take the majority 
of the illustrations. The comparatively small size of the colle€tion is accounted for by the 
high standard demanded of the illustrations ; they are regarded as permanent acquisitions 
for the Reference Library, intended to supplement the illustrations in books, and as such only 
the very best are used. The quality of the printing and of the paper are considered as well 
as the importance of the subject. Thus newspaper half-tones will only be used if the subject 
is of outstanding value. 

Country Life is a never failing source for illustrations of furniture and natural 
history, while the Bookman proved very useful for literary portraits. Other sources 
are too varied and numerous to mention, but naturally no opportunity is lost of securing a 
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desirable acquisition. Worn out books sometimes supply good costume illustrations, and 
we keep a careful watch for authentic reproductions of this kind, for the dress of aparticular 
type of foreigner for a particular period is often difficult to find. Art subjeéts predominate 
and a donation of an unbound and incomplete file of the Studio formed the basis of a 
fine colleétion of reprodudtions of famous paintings. 

Our entire collection is classified by Dewey, modified to effeé& simplicity. Paintings 
are numbered 750 and then arranged alphabetically by artist, independent of school. Portraits 
are classified in the same way as Dewey’s 920, an arrangement which brings group 
photographs into close relation with portraits of the same people. In general, however, 
illustrations require a more detailed classification than books and we have found it necessary 
to expand some classes, e.g., 749, Furniture, has been subdivided into: 749.1, Chairs; 749.2, 
Tables ; etc. A subjeét index in sheaf catalogue form facilitates the finding of any particular 
subject. 

The maintenance of the colleétion is in the hands of the Reference Library assistant, 
and is regarded as a job for odd moments. A paper guillotine is used to ensure a clean-cut 
edge, and the use of a dry photographic mountant prevents cockling. The illustrations are 
kept in stout cardboard filing boxes and housed in a store room adjacent to the Reference 
Library. Such a collection costs very little and is a useful aid to reference work. 

We advertise the presence of the illustrations by displaying a few, in frames, on the 
Staircase leading to the Reference Library. The display is confined to a single subjeé& and is 
changed every three months. A larger display of a similar nature is made in the Reading 
Room, but this is exhibited for six months before being changed. The public evince great 
interest in these displays and we feel that the colle¢tion has more than justified its existence. 


National Bibliographies (Revised Edition) 
By R. A. Peppre. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Part I., 1476-1640. 


Tue works issued by the printers in this country during the 15th century are fully described in 


DUFF (E. G.). Fifteenth Century English Books : a Bibliography of Books and 
Documents printed in England and of Books for the English Market printed abroad. 


(Bibliographical Society Illustrated Monographs, No. 18.) London, 1917. 4to. 
This is an author catalogue and there is an index under printers. Facsimiles of all the types 
are provided. 


For the works issued by Caxton the principal authority is 


BLADES (W.). The biography and typography of William Caxton. 2nd edition. 
London, 1882. 8vo. 
Full particulars are given of each book with notes on the various copies extant. This has 
been brought up to a later date by 
DE RICCI (S.). A Census of Caxtons. London, 1909. 4to. 
in which every known copy is fully described. 


From the date of the charter of the Stationers’ Company, 1556, their Registers form 
a guide to the books published. These Registers have been transcribed and published by 


Dr. E. Arber up to the year 1640 
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STATIONERS’ COMPANY. Transcript of the Registers of the Company of 
Stationers of the City of London, 1556-1640. Edited by E. Arber. 5 vols. 
London, 1875-94. 4to. 


Vols. 1-4 contain the full transcript. Vol. 5 contains a chronological list of books from 1557 
to 1603 arranged under each year by their printers, and indexes of the printers, publishers, 
and booksellers mentioned throughout the work. 


For the whole of the early period and up to the year 1640 the most useful work is 


POLLARD (A. W.) and REDGRAVE (G. R.). The Short Title Catalogue of 
English Books to 1640. London, 1926. 4to. 


This was published by the Bibliographical Society and registers all the English Books of 
this period in most of the great Collections in this country and America. The arrangement 
is alphabetical by Authors or other headings. There are no indexes. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES AND CALLIMACHUS, 


Tue Lisrary Wortp should be congratulated on the anonymity of the scribes who 
write these letters on our affairs. I have been reflecting, trying to recall to mind the faces 
of those be-badged and not be-badged delegates who Stayed at the Grand during the Con- 
ference, but my efforts to identify you have proved vain. This state of affairs is eminently 
satisfactory, for we who are charged with the dire task of 


POINTING THE FINGER OF SCORN 


or raising a pontifical hand of commendation may do so with the liberty of those naughty 
children who thumb their noses to their betters and rely upon fleet feet to carry them out 
of the reach of retribution. Thus, I can say with freedom, that, contrary to my expectations, 
we who lived at the Grand Hotel were not badgered into book-buying by the trade repre- 
sentatives who occupied the ball-room. Indeed, had I been importuned at meals I could 
have forgiven it, for I have never yet seen a trade exhibition so successfully secluded. One 
supplier to whom I was speaking one morning just before lunch confessed unhappily that 
up to that moment not a solitary delegate had got within snatching distance of the stall. I 
shall hope that at Scarborough Mr. Smettem and his local committee will discover a happy 
medium. It is one thing to be grabbed by the elbow every time one attends a meeting and 
something quite different to trudge a mile to see an exhibition more or less hidden. 

Contrary to my expectations the motor vessel, ‘ Queen of the Channel,” did not lure 
many delegates from their duties to sample the delights of foreign ports, although the putting- 
greens and subtly-placed deck chairs did! Shall I compile for your interest the list of those 
who engaged in these pursuits instead of attending the annual general meeting, which gather- 
ing I am half tempted to describe as the annual congress of yes-men ? We, that is to say, 
my worthy Chairman and self, were almost lured from the true and narrow path of duty 
by the speétacle of so many 


EMINENT ONES SEEKING HEALTH 


rather than the enlightenment which comes from formal motions suitably seconded by those 
who seem to do it year after year (Mr. Bolton, being a man of wit, will forgive that crack). 
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The excellent and quickly produced handbook of the papers of discussions is before 
me as I scribble, and makes light duty of my task of picking up the crumbs that have fallen 
from the wise men’s table. It has made me more than ever convinced that it is time that 
the Library Association printed the Conference papers in advance, following the example of 
other professional bodies, and transformed the prosaic delivery of a paper into an unrivalled 
opportunity for downright discussion. I am supported in my contention by the bald faé& 
that many who have read papers in recent years know little about delivering speeches in 
big rooms and the proper use of a microphone. Your thumb-nail sketch of Mr. Benson 
Thorne sounding as if he were “ bellowing down a drain pipe” is as good a way of describing 
the initial stages of most paper readings as anything I could coin. I have a choice recolleétion 
of Mr. Ellis Sellick repeating ‘‘ Can you hear me ? “’ a dozen times before he perceived that 
the microphone he was trying to use was as dead as Queen Anne. As things are at present 
we get a poorly-presented paper lasting perhaps three quarters of an hour and half an hour 
or so to stage a discussion, the material for the debate being gathered by memories already 
lulled to semi-slumber by a monotonous speaking voice. With the text of a paper firmly 
grasped in the right hand, and the eye directed to the proper sentence some of our 


INDEFATIGABLE DISCUSSERS 
might not make such unhappy contributions based upon complete misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation. 

The question of senior members of library staffs attending committee meetings held by 
their authority was broached, and was wisely given some prominence. I would like to see 
this practice more widely operated, since it would reveal the members of the committee in 
their true perspective, rather than the band of ogres who say a curt “ no” to most of the 
dreams cherished by our juniors. One must not overlook the fa& that there are lil-rary 
committees who would not allow members of the staff to be present at their deliberations. 
In faé, I know about three committee who keep even the librarian outside. My own com- 
mittee most readily agreed to every member of the Staff in turn being present at the non- 
contentious part of the meeting, with a proviso that they should leave before specified items 
on the agenda were discussed, but even the latest comer has found much of interest in even 
the formal business of the monthly meeting. 

My final words must be devoted to a commendation of Mr. McColvin’s urgent request 
that we should study the non-reading habits of people rather than make elaborate graphs of 
the reading habits of the people. 1 most cordially agree that book lists and bulletins and book- 
notes mean nothing to the non-bookish. My last phrase and my inimitable leather medal 
go to Mr. W. G. Fry for his bland reproof of those who, says Mr. Fry, assume very pretentious 
titles as the chief officials of small institutions. Maybe, he is so completely engrossed in a 
world composed of kilowatts, roofs, drains, boilers, and routine details, that he has forgotten 
that it is for the local authority to award titles, plain or pretentious. The official who helped 
himself to a new title would somewhat quickly find it questioned since he is, after all, the 
occupant of a designated post. If the Corporation has chosen to label an official by ten titles 
it is not for Mr. Fry to question why. 

Vale ! 


Hypra. 
Dear Evuriprpes, 


OverALLs More 


It was a matter of intense interest to me to learn that one librarian had—to quote his 
own words—given much earnest and construéctive thought to the little matter of overalls 
for members of his staff on the distaff side. In faét, the exhaustive study and the detailed and 
thorough prosecution of it, as revealed in this refreshing article, has stirred me profoundly. 


Who shall again say that the librarian is a species totally lacking the true human touch ; 
a creature of specks before the eyes: minus insight, without sympathy for and under- 
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Rainspots on book covers quickly tend to 

destroy the appearance and consequently the 

value of library books. 

That is one reason why more and more books 

are being bound in “Rexine”—the material 

from which water runs as easily as from a 

duck’s back. 

“Rexine” is also hygienic because it is dirt- 
, scratchproof and can be easily cleaned. 
s bound in “Rexine” are bound to last 

and they cost little more when the long service 

rendered is considered. 

A selection of patterns and qualities recom- 

mended for bookbinding will be sent on 


application. 1.C.l. (REXINE) LTD., HYDE, 
L.C.1.(R Sam 

CI. (Rexine) Ltd., is a s com- 

6 pany of Imperial Chemical Indus 


London Office: 60 Wilson Street, 
nsbury, E.C.2 


501 


LEATHERCLOTH for bindings 
of lasting strength and beauty 
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Standing of his female-fellow worker; a peregrinating abstraction, blind to the very fabric 
of his institution, and a mere sissie in the art of fitting out the female form divine. Difficult 
to please, indeed, must have been the lady who failed to see eye to eye with one whose serious 
endeavours ranging over a matter of years had achieved such harmonious results. 


Would it be out of place, I wonder, to endeavour here and now to elicit information 
on certain little items that so far an humble follower of a like persuasion has failed to reconcile 
with preconceived notions ? 

What, first of all, is meant by trimmings ? I have always in my frivolous feminine way 
understood an overall to be a garment of utility—a kind of dust sheet, proteétive rather than 
flamboyant. 

Can it be that certain members of the staff, when the by-laws relating to length, breadth 
and height have been duly and critically observed, compete with the faétotum of law and 
order for that reverence, which we are told the local constant reader will ever accord a 
uniform, by seeking to introduce a row or so of shiny buttons, a binding of braid or 
monogram in gilt ? 

As to design there will always be those, we know, prepared to shoulder the yoke, and 
it is understood, of course, that sheer esprit decorum would suggest the adoption of piping 
for the embellishment of the belles of Richmond town. 

What, moreover, is meant by the appropriate time for this annual overalling of the 
female staff? When, al is it that the “ old man’s ” fancy turns to thought of dove 
and other distinétive shades. 

What consummate art must go to the determining of a colour and pattern scheme which 
will accommodate and find favour in the eye of the blonde, the brunette and the auburn. 


But do the short and stout never so much as raise a plucked eyebrow over a pattern that 
sits so much more elegantly upon the tall, slim colleague of the counter? Do the auburn- 
haired never protest against the blue spot on the maroon ground that sets off so admirably 
the fair beauty of a sister assistant? How do the angular react when an uncompromising 
Stripe manifests itself in all the glory of a diagonal draping ? 

Or is an all-comprehending mind’s eye given to uniform requirements when selections 
for vacancies for these prospectively upholstered maidens is to the fore ? 

Some working arrangement must evidently have been arrived at, and certainly one of 
the lady readers appealed to in this illuminating article would like to register her appreciation 
of the obvious masterly handling of this matter by the he librarian, an attitude in marked 
contrast to that of his less conscientious colleagues whose lady helps still languish in the 
outer shades of prune and prism, on whom no member of committee or public can cast an 
appraising and approving eye. 

Our Worp 

Would it not be possible to prevail upon those in charge of this outfitting department 
to Stage periodical mannequin displays for the benefit of those bodies still shrouded in the 
mists of the penny plain and the twopenny coloured? and would it be too much to suggest 
that having reached such a standard o° perfection in his own internal economy he now turn 
the light of his artistic eye upon the male assistant whose sartorial displays must suffer con- 
siderably in contrast ? 

I can visualise a modern Pied Piper with just as numerous a following, though I trust 
not with such a total eclipse as that which Browning was inspired to depict in his moving 


lines of Hamelin. 
PANTOGA. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of ‘ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor.p.] 
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George Allen & Unwin Ltd 


call your attention to the first two titles in a new series of 


PRACTICAL LIBRARY HANDBOOKS 
Edited by W. E. Doubleday, Hon. F.L.A. 


The Library of the Future 


By B. M. HEADICAR, F.L.A. The author considers the question of desirable 
amendments to Public Library legislation, and discusses the vexed question of 
Government control or inspection. Among other subjects dealt with are a Lib 

Civil Service, a Commercial Public Library (or Libraries) for London, the development 
of commercial departments attached to every Public Library in industrial areas, 
library Buildings of the future, etc. Illustrated. 5s. 


School and College Library Practice 


By MONICA CANT, F.L.A. This book gives an account of methods of organisation 
most suited to libraries in schools and colleges. Many suggestions and hints of prac- 
tical value to those in charge of such libraries are included, and alternative methods 
are given to meet the needs of different types of schools and smaller colleges. 5s. 


Titles in Preparation : 
Libraries and the Public. By Lionel R. McColvin, F.L.A. 
Library Co-operation in Great Britain. By Luxmoore Newcombe, F.L.A. 


It 


WHITAKER’S 
CUMULATIVE 
BOOK LIST 


JANUARY—JUNE, 1936 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


We are very 
good 
booksellers 


Listing 8,576 books published 
during the last six months 
in two separate lists 


CLASSIFIED & ALPHABETICAL 


READY JULY 24th 


119-125 CHARING CROSS 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) 


7/6 net 


J. WHITAKER & SONS, Ltd. 
12 Warwick Lane, London, c.c4 
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Personal News 


Mr. David Goudie Ramage, M.A., at present 
sub-Librarian in the University Library, 
Durham, has been appointed to the post of 
sub-Librarian in the University Library, 
St. Andrews. 


Many of his old friends will be interested to 
hear that Mr. Archibald Sparke, formerly 
chief librarian of Bolton, who lives in rural 
retirement in Dorsetshire, has been eleéed 
a member of the Shaftesbury Rural District 
Council. For the past two or three years he 
has been a member of the parish council of 
Iwerne Minster and has served a year as its 
chairman. 


Miss BE. L. Spark has been appointed to a 
senior assistantship at Finchley Public 
Libraries. Since 1930 she has been on the 
Staff of the Sunderland Public Libraries and 
part of her new duties will be to assist in the 
development of branch libraries which are 
being opened at Finchley. 


Obituary 


Tue sudden passing of Sir Robert Sangster 
Rait, C.B.E., which occurred almost imme- 
diately after his resignation as principal of 
Glasgow University, will be regretted by 
every librarian who recalls his presidency of 
the Library Association in 1924 as well 
as by thousands whom his scholarship has 
enlightened. In his fine presidential address 
he declared himself to be “a librarianly- 
minded layman,” but his conneétion with 
libraries was closer than that implies, as he 
was Senior Librarian of the Oxford Union 
and before that had been for six months in the 
Library of Aberdeen University. His speech 
at the unveiling of the memorial in the British 
Museum to our fallen will be remembered. 
Although in late years he had no dire& con- 
nection with the Library Association, his 
interest in libraries was active to the end, and 
he remained a trustee of the National Library 
of Scotland. His sister, Miss W. A. Rait, is 
county librarian of Essex. 


Library Topics 

The Editor of THe Lrsrary Worwp would be glad if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
first of each month. 


ALTRINCHAM.—The official opening of 
the Library extensions took place on Wednes- 
day, June 24th. The ceremony was performed 
by the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Crawford and Balcarres, K.T., P.C., F.R.S.,, 
after which a private view of an Exhibition of 
Paintings was held in the main Art Gallery. 
The new Reference Library and a special 
exhibition of paintings and photographs illus- 
trating bygone Altrincham were later visited 
by the guests. 


BOURNEMOUTH. — The Bournemouth 
Public Libraries Committee have adopted a 
clause in the Rules and Regulations as follows : 
Rule 4 (¢).—Persons temporarily resident in 
the Borough may borrow books on a recom- 
mendation signed by a ratepayer of the 
Borough or by the Public Librarian of their 
thome town or on produétion of their own 
Public Library tickets. 


BRIGHTON.—A private view of an exhibi- 
tion of works by the late Beatrice How, also 
Japanese prints, and other works belonging 
to the “ Bloomfield” colleétion, was opened 
at the Public Art Galleries, Church Street, on 
Saturday, July 11th. The Exhibition will 
remain open until August gth. 


CAMBRIDGE.—The Record and Booklist 
may always be relied upon to have some 
atticles of interest to the general reader. This 
month there is an article by Councillor Swift 
on “ Wordsworth as an Undergraduate at 
Cambridge,” an unusual aspect of the poet’s 
life. Mr. Fenton writes interestingly on 
travel-books for hikers and cyclists. 


FINCHLEY.—From the Finchley Public 
Library comes a useful monthly handlist of 
additions. The latest received is July, 1936. 

FULHAM.—Number Five of the monthly 
short list of additions to the Fulham Public 
Libraries is to hand. 

GRIMSBY.—The Public Library is suffer- 


ing from lack of accommodation, especially 
in the Children’s Department. Mr. D. H. 
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BOOK SELECTION 


Its Principle 


and Practice 


By James H. Wetxarp, Assistant-in-Charge of 


IntelleQual Adétivities 


(Chicago University). 


Prefaces by Dr. L. R. Witson, Dean, Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago, and J. D. Srewart, Librarian, Bermondsey Public Library, London. 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. tos. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work. 
Although the present study of the principles and practice of book seleétion 


may Strike some readers as rather unconventional in its treatment of the subjeé, 
it has been conceived and undertaken as a practical contribution towards what 
has been well called “a planned economy of reading distribution.” Even though 
it is practical in intent, however, it does not claim to be an immediate panacea for 
the varied and multiple problems which confront the book seleétor. For the 
primary object of this study is not to set up some supposedly infallible principles 
of book seleétion. It is not to outline a hard-and-fast theory or to devise some 
mechanical formula which will preclude the exercise of the individual librarian’s 
ability. It is simply to indicate the contingent fields of knowledge which can 
contribute to an understanding of the problems of everyday book seleétion. In 
this respect, the work may be described as a criticism of the methods as well as 


of the principles of the subje&; and in this respeé, it is, once again, severely 


practical. 

Prefaces 

Introduétion. Purpose, Scope, AND PLAN OF 
THE STUDY. 


Part I. 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. 
The Social Purpose of the Public Library. 
Chapter 1—Poputar READING AND LipRARY 
Facrmutres IN ENGLAND DURING THE MID- 

NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

Chapter READING AND LIBRARY 
Factyitres IN AMERICA DURING THE MuIpD- 
NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

Chapter II].—TRENDs IN THE BritisH PuBLic 
Lrprary MOVEMENT DURING THE LATE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

Chapter IV.—TRENDs IN THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 
Lrprary MOVEMENT DURING THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. 

Chapter V.—SuMMARY AND INTERPRETATION OF 
THE HisroricaAt Frinpincs. 


Part II. 
THE THEORY OF BOOK SELECTION. 
The Contribution of Related Fields of 
Knowledge. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell st. LONDON, W.C.1 


Contents. 


Chapter VI.—Tue History oF THE PusLic 
Lrprary MOVEMENT AS THE SOURCE OF A 
SoctaL THEORY OF Book SELECTION. 

Chapter VII.—Twe Lrrerary BAsEs FOR A 
THEORY OF Book SELECTION. 

Chapter VIII.—Tne SocioLoGicaL AND 
PsYCHOLOGICAL BASEs. 

Chapter IX.—THe ADMINISTRATIVE Bases, 
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS. 


Part III. 
THE PRACTICE OF BOOK SELECTION. 
The Library as a Laboratory. 

Chapter Scope Limits oF 
PracticaL Book SELECTION. 

Chapter XI.—Twe Nature AND Purpose OF 
THE ComMUNITY SuRVEY. 

Chapter XII.—MErnops or Community Survey. 

Chapter XII].—Tue Nature AND DEFINITION 
OF THE Goop ” Book. 

Chapter XTV.—ApInIsTRATION : Book SELEC- 
TION IN TERMS OF REGIONAL CO-OPERATION, 

Bibliography and Index. 
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Geddie, the Borough Librarian, recently sub- 
mitted a report at a meeting of the Library 
Committee on the serious position. So con- 
gested is the space that several thousands of 
books have had to be withdrawn from their 
proper places on the shelves and temporarily 
placed on the tops of the bookcases, in order 
to exhibit to the public the more recent addi- 
tions. There is no floor space available for 
more bookcases and an extension, as the 
building stands, could only be obtained by 
curtailing the space taken up by the magazine 
room and the News Room, both popular 
departments. The crowded condition is 
having an adverse effect upon the work done 
at the library, especially amongst the children. 
It was decided at the meeting that the Librarian 
should consult the Surveyor’s Department as 
a preliminary to getting an estimate for exten- 
sion of accommodation at the Library. 


MIDDLESEX COUNTY LIBRARY.—In 
the current number of Books for A//, the editorial 
contain some interesting remarks on suggestions 
from readers, as wellas articles on Samuel Butler 
and G. K. Chesterton, and a classified list of 
English topography and travel books in the 
library. The Education Committee has pub- 
lished a complete list of books on social 
problems, which are in the Library. This 
guide should be of great use to those readers 
who wish to make a serious study of any aspe& 
of social science. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND.— 
The fourth list of books deposited in the 
National Library is to hand. It is divided 
into seven seétions, including books and 
pamphlets, annuals, periodicals, official pub- 
lications, newspapers, music and maps. An 
increasing number of the books are in Irish. 


SHEFFIELD.—The Public Libraries have 
published an interesting note in connection 
with the Edward Carpenter Annual Memorial 
Service which was held at Cordwell Valley on 
Sunday, July sth, 1936. The greater part of 
Carpenter’s Library, which is now in the 
Special Collections Room, was transferred to 
the Sheffield City Libraries in 1933 by Mr. 
T. Nicholson, with the approval of the 
literary executors of Edward Carpenter. This 
Collection of over 1,100 items includes-many 
first editions of Carpenter’s works, manu- 


scripts and typescripts of the more important 
of his writings (some unpublished), transla- 
tions in many languages, contributions to 
periodicals, letters and autographed portraits 
and books from distinguished writers, and a 
large amount of personal correspondence and 
other papers, including Edward Carpenter’s 
diaries. This Colleétion has been augmented 
during the last three years, and is being 
systematically sorted and catalogued, providing 
a field for research workers and students of 
Edward Carpenter’s writings and philosophy. 


SUNDERLAND.—Mr. J. A. Charlton 
Deas, Director of the Sunderland Public 
Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery, recently 
published an interesting letter on the extremely 
important subjeé of the dating, lettering, and 
size of books, in which he raised many points 
which, although they have been raised before, 
are not yet settled. In a further letter to the 
Publishers’ Circular of July 4th, he raises another 
point, namely, that of the lettering on the 
spines of books, and also, incidentally, the 
appropriate titles of books. These letters, we 
hope, will be read by as many librarians and 
publishers as possible, for the answer to them 
lies for the most part in their hands. One 
answer has already been published on behalf 
of Messrs. Harrap, and the writer, while 
agreeing with the majority of Mr. Charlton 
Deas’ points, differs from him on the matter 
of lettering the spine. It is to be hoped that 
in future numbers of the Publishers’ Circular 
other publishers and booksellers will give their 
opinions and thus pave the way to a better 
understanding between librarians and the 
book trade. 


SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—The 
Bulletin for July contains a long article by 
Denis Wheatley, the well known author, on 
the making of his library, which proves how 
much varied reading goes to the writing of 
one of his own books. The Public Libraries 
Committee have also published a book-list 
entitled “‘ The Open Road,” with a foreword 
by the librarian. It is a carefully seleéted list 
of books suitable for those who take to the 
open road, whether on foot, in cars, or on 
bicycles. Another of the Public Libraries 
activities is the proposed formation of a Guild 
of Library Players and a public meeting has 
been convened to consider the idea. 
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Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


Burniey Public Libraries—2z2nd Annual 
Report, 1935-1936. Borough Librarian, W. 
Bramley Coupland, F.L.A. Population, 
98,660. Income from Rate, £9,774. Stock : 
Lending, 25,002; Juvenile, 6,083; Refer- 
ence, 6,489; Branches, 21,526; Music, 
6,092. Issues: Lending, 350,410; Juve- 
nile, 45,071; Intermediate, 1,448; Branches, 
315,611; Reference, 78,091; Distributing 
Libraries, 88,042 ; Music, 11,890; Schools, 
45,884; Blind, 182. Borrowers, 18,233. 
Branches, 2. Distributing Libraries, 5. 

All the various branches of the library service 
have been widely appreciated, and public response to 
the facilities provided is highly satisfa&tory. Although 
there was a decline in the total circulation, the returns 
show very favourable comparison with those of other 
industrial towns. Some part of the decline may be 
attributed to the fat that the number of new books 
purchased was well below the average owing to a 
reduétion in the eStimates. There was no decrease in 
the demand for non-fictional works. An innovation 
during the year was the eStablishment of a separate 
Intermediate section for the use of adolescents. There 
is every indication that as it develops this new feature 
will be fully justified. The distributing library on the 
Stoops Estate was removed to larger and more con- 
venient premises, and a much wider use of this centre 
is anticipated. The Libraries have joined the North- 
West Regional Library System. Wireless Discussion 
Classes were continued with satisfactory results during 
the winter session. 


Dover Public Library.—First Year’s Work, 
1935-36. Borough Librarian, W. A. Munford. 
Population, 41,097. Rate, 2d. Total Stock, 
15,367. Additions, 6,285. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 286,985 ; Junior, 62,460; Reference, 
16,661. Borrowers, 12,262; extra tickets, 
5,768. 

After negotiations with the Kent County Council 
it was finally decided during 1933 that Dover should 
become an autonomous library authority. The build- 
ing belonging to the Trustees of the Dover Institute 
was purchased and has been transformed into a service- 
able public library. Mr. Munford was appointed 
Librarian in June 1934, and began his work of building 
- a library service to the public in O@tober. The 
library was formally opened by His Worship the Mayor 
of the Borough in March, 1935. Over 29 per cent. 
of the population have been attracted to the lending 
departments, while the newsroom and_ reference 
library have been used by many thousands of residents. 
The Library Committee gratefully accepted the book- 

rchase grant of £650 made to them by the Carnegie 
nited Kingdom Trustees. The Library has become 

a member of the South-Eastern Regional Library System, 


TS 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA Public Libraries and 
Museum.—3oth Annual Report. Borough 
Librarian and Curator, W/m. Pollitt, F.S.A., 
F.L.A. Population, 133,000. Total Stock, 
79,997. Additions, 9,207. Withdrawals, 
6,816. Issues: Lending, 415,262; Ref- 
erence, 30,925; Branches, 431,125; Dis- 
tributing Centre, 29,967 ; Schools, 131,071. 
Borrowers’ tickets in force, 48,257. 


Branches, 2. 

Statistics recorded show a continued increase in 
the use of all departments of the libraries and for the 
fourth year in succession an annual issue of over a 
million books. The total circulation was 29,346 above 
the figures of the previous year. Chief increases were 
recorded in the classes Philosophy, Sociology, Science 
and Arts, while decreases were returned in several 
other classes, particularly fiction, which was down by 
nearly 10,000. Both branch libraries returned record 
figures. A distributing centre was opened in the 
Shoebury area to meet the demands of readers there 
until such a time as a permanent branch library could 
be provided. A site has been secured for this purpose 
and also one at Eastwood. The need for increased 
accommodation, both for display and storage of speci- 
mens, in the museum is Still being considered by the 
committee. It is estimated that 42,336 people visited 
the Museum during the year. 


WaLtHamstow Public Libraries and Museum. 
—Annual Report, 1935-1936. Borough 
Librarian and Curator, George E. Roebuck, 
F.L.A. Population, 132,965. Stock : Lend- 
ing, 70,514; Intermediate, 6,824; Refer- 
ence, 7,970; Schools, 19,692. Issues: 
Lending, 385,711; Reference, 24,661; In- 
termediate, 54,675; Branches, 280,871 ; 
Schools, 140,473. Tickets in force, 43,031. 
Branches, 2. 

The year covered by this Report was one of 
exceptional aétivity in all departments of the service. 
The whole of the Central Lending Library has been 
reorganised. Steel stacking on a two-floor installation 
was introduced, thus trebling the accommodation and 
permitting of a more general Stock display. The 
popularity of this new department has grown rapidly, 
and it is considered to be amongst the finest and largest 
in the country. The new library at Hale End was 
opened by His Worship the Mayor of Walthamstow 
in December last, with an initial Stock of 14,000 
volumes. Plans are in hand for a branch library in the 
Wood Street area. The book circulation at the Central 
and Hale End libraries was not adversely affeéted by 
the closing for reconstruétion, as the total reached 
represented an increase of 220 issues per day, 4,000 
more borrowers were registered during the year. A 
handsome donation of 200 sketches and lithographs, 
many of the artist’s own work, were presented to the 
Borough by Mr. Frank Brangwyn, R.A., and are being 
exhibited in the Museum, 
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The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bar.ow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


AuromosiLe Association. The “A.A.” Road 
Book of England and Wales. Ed. 2. 1936. 
Automobile Association. 12s. 6d. 

Since the first edition was published in 1925 there 
have been important changes in the roads in various 
places, and further the roads have all been graded and 
numbered. The present edition has been revised to 
cover these points, the preliminary matter rewritten, 
many new maps and plans introduced and special 
attention given to the needs of the motorist in the 
London area. 


Baperston (L. R.) Housewifery. Ed. 5. 
1936. Appleton. 12s. 6d. 

First published 1919 and last revised in 1928. 
The book is American and the revisions illustrate 
the improVements in household appliances during the 
last eight years. Contains a popular description of 
Anthrenus, which often occurs in England yet has been 
overlooked by English writers on household pests. 


Bricut (J. W.) An Outline of Anglo-Saxon 
Grammar. Ed. 2. 1936. Allen and 
Unwin. 3s. 6d. 

The scope and examples remain as in the edition 
of 1895, but some of the explanatory matter has been 
re-written. 


Brown (Paul) The Great Wall of Hadrian in 
Roman Times. Ed. 2. 1936. 3s. 6d. 
Contains some account of the discoveries since the 
book was first published in 1932. 


CiarkeE (J. J.) The Local Government of the 
United Kingdom. Ed. 10. Pitman. 135s. 
All the editions prior to that of 1934 are obsolete. 
The greatest change in the present revision is to be 
found in the chapter on grants in aid which has been 
rewritten and extended. There are various minor 
revisions throughout the text. 


Epser (Edwin) Heat for Advanced Students. 
Ed. 2. 1936. Macmillan. 6s. 

First published in 1899 and reprinted many times 
since. The main alteration is the introduétion of the 
methods of the calculus wherever it would now 
normally be used and also to explain the theoretical 
aspects. A certain amount of obsolete matter has 


been omitted, and new methods introduced. The 
chapter on radiation re-written in the light of the 
Quantum Theory. 


GreEEN (H. P.) Where the Bright Waters Meet. 
Ed. 3. 1936. Allan. 8s. 6d. 
First published in 1924. Some minor alterations 
have been made and a few more Stories added to this 
edition. 


LapnerR (A. W.) and Sroner (C. R.) Short 
Wave Wireless Communication. Ed. 3. 
1936. Chapman and Hall. 21s. 

First published in 1932 and extended in 1934. 
The most important alteration in the present revision 
is the addition of a chapter of forty pages on Com- 
mercial Wireless Telephone Circuits. The chapter on 
aerials has been extended somewhat and various sections 
have been revised in detail. 


Martin (Hubert) The Scientific Principles of 
Plant Protection, with special reference to 
Chemical Control. Ed. 2. 1936. Arnold. 
21S. 

The inclusion of new material has made it neces- 
sary for the text of 1928 to be drastically revised and 
much of it has been re-written. 


Poucner (W. A.) Perfumes, Cosmetics and 
Soaps. Vol 2. Being a treatise on the 
produétion, manufaéture and application of 
perfumes of all types. Ed. 5. 1936. 
Chapman and Hall. 25s. 

First published in 1923 and last revised in 1932. 

In the present revision the second volume only covers 
half the ground of the old second volume, the remain- 
ing portion is to appear as volume three. The first 
section has been extended by about twenty pages which 
are chiefly devoted to the monographs on flower 
perfumes. 


Srevens (H. P. and W. H.) Rubber Latex. 
Ed. 4. 1936. Rubber Growers’ Association. 
The edition of 1928, under the title of Latex, was 
extensively revised in 1933. The editions since have 
been but slightly altered. 


WALKER (J. E.) and Foster (R. B.) Patents for 
Inventions. Ed. 2. 1936. Pitman. 15s. 
Since this book was first published in 1922 the 
Patents A& of 1907 has twice been amended. The 
alterations, together with the two sets of patent rules 
ublished in the Statutory Rules and Orders of 1932, 
ve been incorporated in the text, and there has been 
minor revision of detail. 


WariGurt (Samson) Applied Physiology. Ed. 6. 
1936. O.U.P. 18s. 

This book has been revised about every two years 
since it was first published in 1926. The preface sets 
about sixty sections ranging from a few lines to three 
pages each that have either been re-written or extended. 
A special feature is the addition of about ninety new 
illustrations. 
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‘ LIBRARY STOCK AND ASSISTANCE 
TO READERS: A Textbook. 
is By Eric R. McCorvin (Librarian, The Polytechnic, London; Author of “ Painting: 
a Guide to the Best Books ”’). Assisted by Lionet R. McCotviw (Chief Librarian, 
re Hampstead Public Libraries; Author of “‘ How to Find Out,” “‘ How to Use Books,” 
; “The Theory of Book Selection,” etc.). Demy 8vo. Cloth. 256 pp. ros. 6d. net. 
Scope of the Work. 
4 From 1938 onwards all students for the Associationship and Fellowship 
a of the Library Association will be required to pass an examination in “ Library 
on Stock and Assistance to Readers.”” This subje& is new to the Library 
ns Association’s Syllabus and, as the ground to be covered is considerable and 
ill-defined, students and tutors alike will welcome this systematic survey by 
of two well-known librarians who have both had considerable experience in 
to reference library work. 
d. It cannot be denied that this branch of librarianship is of the utmost 
importance as it is becoming more and more generally recognised that all 
es- who work in libraries should have a sound general knowledge of the most 
nd useful reference books and be in a position to help enquirers and readers. 
This book, though intended primarily as a textbook for the L.A. 
nd examination, should, therefore, be of value to all librarians and assistants. 
he The authors will treat the subjeé in a stritly praétical manner, and the 
of exercises and questions given with each chapter are an intrinsic feature. No 
6. book of this type can pretend to be comprehensive but the authors will deal 
thoroughly with all main types of library material. Few items will be men- 
32. tioned which should not be found in the stock of any good library, small or 
ers large. Consequently the book is, incidentally, a select bibliography of essential 
~ Stock. Its chief purpose, however, is to ensure that the student, by actually 
ich using the material in his own library, shall gradually acquire that personal 
yer knowledge of the “ insides” of books and that grasp of the technique of 
assisting readers without which he cannot be a well qualified librarian. 
ex. Contents. 
on. Introduction. (21) Government publications, 
vas Part I.—Material. (22) Patents. 
ave (1) The Book—its parts and methods of (23) Publishing Societies. 
ori on 
for Books. bie Thending Library 
Ss. (4) Diétionaries—General and English. floc = 
the (5) Diétionaries of foreign languages. Part II1.—Methods. 
The (6) General en _oo (31) The Staff and the Public. 
ales (7) Biographi i€tionaries. Portrait (32) Reference library enquiry and research 
32, indexes. methods. 
een (8) Gazetteers, guide books, etc. (33) The use of catalogues and _biblio- 
(9) Maps, plans, atlases. raphies. 
6 (10) Time tables. (34) Receslite and filing enquiries and 
alii (11-16) Reference Books on special subjeés. information. 

(17) Bibliographies, general. (35) “‘ Extra-mural” reference resources. 
cars (18) Bibliographies—current literature. (36) Lending library—assistance to readers. 
sets (19) Bibliogra subjes. (37) Extra-mural ”’ lending resources. 
= (20) Periodi Indexes. (38) Conclusions. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Boox Auction Recorps, Vol. 33, Part 2. 
Stevens, Son and Stiles. 30s. net per annum. 
The new quarterly instalment of an old favourite. 
2,656 Sale Notes, including the Terry Sale in New 
York. 
Cant (Monica) School and College Library 
Practice. Illus. Allen and Unwin. $s. net. 
As a member of the Committee of Inquiry into 
the provision of Libraries in Secondary Schools, Miss 
Cant is particularly well qualified to write on 
this subject. The book is written simply and wherever 
possible alternative methods suitable for various types 
of schools have been described. Librarians will not 
find much that is new to them in this book, but for 
head masters in schools who have not a qualified 
librarian, it should prove of the greatest service. 


Heapicar (B. M.) The Library of the Future. 


Illus. Allen and Unwin. 53s. net. 

Within the short space at his disposal Mr. Headicar 
has touched on several of the most important aspects 
of his vast subjeét. He has discussed with impartiality 
the difficult subje&t of government control and the 
possibility of a Library Civil Service. He also touches 
on the possible development of Commercial Public 
Libraries particularly for London. University Libraries, 
the Library Association, and Library Buildings of the 
Future also receive his attention, and his remarks on 
Library Buildings in America are of interest. Altogether 
this is not an exaétly essential book to have and to keep 
but one which all librarians should make a point of 
reading. 
McDouGatt (Donald) Fifty Years a Borough, 

1886-1936. The Story of West Ham, pub- 
lished under the direction of the County 


Borough Council, 1936. 

The Borough of West Ham, which is this year 
celebrating its Jubilee as a borough, has issued this 
fine commemorative volume, edited by the Borough 
Librarian. It is a record of substantial achievement 
in all the spheres of municipal endeavour, and one of 
which West Ham is justifiably proud. It is also a 
historical study of the origins and early history of the 
distri&, and many intereSting facts about the early history 
of the locality and its inhabitants are to be found in it. 

Librarians will naturally turn to the seétion on the 
Public Libraries, where they will find the history of 
the early Struggles for a library and the subsequent 
development, together with several illustrations. 
It is particularly interesting to note that the total figure 
for issue of books from the Libraries for the forty-four 
years for which they have been working has reached 
the amazing figure of over 21 million volumes. Mr. 
McDougall is to be congratulated on this interesting 
publication. 4 
Pustic Documents. Papers Presented at 

the 1935 Conference of the American 


Library Association and edited by A. F. 
Kuhlman. Chicago, American Library 
Association. $2.00. 

A praétical and useful record of the Papers on every 
aspe& of the colleétion of Parliamentary and Official 
Publications in Libraries. The Appendix includes 
four papers on the scientific side of librarianship, in- 
cluding Micro-copying and Stability of Materials. 


GENERAL. 

Axacit (Roy Hidemichi) Japan’s Foreign 
Relations, 1542-1936. A short history. 
Tokyo, The Hokuseido Press. (London, 
E. G. Allen). 17s. 6d. net. 


The author of this well documented book is in a 
very favourable position to present the history of 
Japan’s foreign policy to the world, since he is of 
Japanese nationality, but has Studied in America and 
has degrees at various universities. He traces the 
development of the isolated ‘‘ Hermit Nation,” from 
its earliest contacts with European Civilisation, up to 
the present day. He analyses clearly the various factors 
which have swayed the policy of its rulers in determining 
their foreign policy, both in relation to European 
nations and to China. 

At a time when Japan is rapidly becoming a more 
and more powerful factor in international and economic 
spheres, a clear understanding of the aims and objectives 
of the country are essential. 

Arkinson (T. D.) A Key to English Archi- 
tecture. Illus. Blackie. 45s. net. 

The latest addition to Messrs. Blackies’ Key Series. 
The author retells the story of English architeture 
from Saxon times to the present day. The book is 
illustrated with a series of line and half-tone drawings 
which trace this development. 

BatsForp’s PicrortaL Guipes, HAMBURG.— 
Photographed by Geoffrey Gilbert. Cover 
design by E. McKnight Kauffer. Batsford. 
2s. 6d. net. 

The latest volume of Batsford’s pi€torial guides 
devoted to Hamburg is similar in format to its 
predecessors and contains the same judicious blend of 
photographs and text. 

Becpie (Joan) Walking in Dorset. Illus. 
Maclehose. 7s. 6d. net. 

Dorset is a county which has been well served by 
writers, and if Miss Begbie does not quite come up to 
the Standard of her predecessors, she has all the same 
written a very charming and informative book, which, 
illustrated as it is, with many fine photographs and 
maps, will serve as an excellent guide to anyone con- 
templating a walking tour there. 

Bett (H. C. F.) Lord Palmerston. 
Illus. Longmans, Green. 42s. net. 

This will be the standard work on one of 
our greatest Statesmen. Professor Bell has put an 
enormous amount of research into this study, but 
at the same time writes in a readable Style, with con- 
siderable humour. The illustrations which are numer- 
ous are mostly from contemporary cartoons. 


2 vols. 
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Biron (Sit Chartres) Without Prejudice. Im- 
pressions of Life and Law. Illus. Faber. 
net. 

Sir Chartres Biron was chief magiStrate at Bow 
Street for nearly 15 years, and during that time many 
famous cases passed through his hands. Among the 
many interesting figures with whom he came in contaét 
was Horatio Bottomly, to whom he devotes two 
chapters. But his legal work has only occupied part 
of his life, and he has been an enthusiastic yachtsman 
and a mewwber of several well-known clubs, thus pro- 
viding,*himself with anecdote and incident for this 
entertaining book of reminiscences. 

BourrHo (Heétor) James Lyle Mackay, First 
Earl of Inchcape. Illus. Murray. 15s. net. 

The life of Lord Inchcape is yet another example 
of the heights to which a man can rise from quite 
humble beginnings. Mr. Bolitho tells the story of the 
great shipping owner and financier’s life without any 
hero-worship and has consequently produced a more 
interesting book than the usual official biography. 
Bripces (T. C.) Great Canals. Illus. Nelson. 

2s. 6d. net. 

A very slight sketch of a great subje€t. The main 
canals of the world are described and illustrated and 
their history briefly indicated. 

Burke (Edward H.) Enamelled Cane Craft 
and Basketry. Pitman. 1s. 6d. net. 

If you want an ornamental and useful occupation 
try basket-making. This handbook will tell you how 
to do it. 

Bury (J. P. T.) Gambetta and the National 
Defence. A Republican Didtatorship in 
France. Longmans, Green. 21s. net. 

Gambetta has been Strangely negleéted up to the 
present by historians writing in English, particularly 
when we consider his importance. Mr. Bury has 
produced a learned and readable study of the man and 
his place in the history of his time. 

THe CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF THE DECAY 
OF BooOKBINDING LEATHER. Second Interim 
Report of the Bookbinding Leather Com- 
mittee. 

Those who are interested in leather bookbindings 
should at once obtain a copy of the above. 

CiarkE (M. V.) Medieval Representation and 
Consent. A Study of Early Parliaments in 
England and Ireland, with special reference 
to the Modus Tenendi Parliamentum. 


Longmans, Green. 18s. net. 

A detailed examination of the constitution and 
functioning of the Parliament in the fourteenth century, 
as well as of the Doétrine of Consent and the 
Principle of Representation. Miss Clarke has consulted 
many MSS., particularly the “ Modus Tenendi Parlia- 
mentum ” both the English and the Irish versions, and 
displays wide scholarship and erudition. 
CLYDESDALE (The Marquess of) and M’INTYRE 

(D. F.) The Pilot’s Book of Everest. Illus. 


Hodge. tos. 6d. net. 
The whole story of the Houston-Everest Expedi- 


tion, from its inception in England and the flight over 

India to the aétual flight over the mountain is here 

told. The book is illustrated with many photographs, 

some of which are really excellent. 

CRANKSHAW (Edward) Joseph Conrad. Some 
aspects of the art of the novel. Lane. 8s. 6d. 
net. 

Conrad has undergone his period of excessive 
admiration and is now suffering from undue negleé&. 
Mr. Crankshaw has taken advantage of this quiet 
moment to consider his works, not so much in their 
relation to the canons of English literature, but rather 
in their relation to the art of the novel. 

Devirr (Napier) More Memories of a Magis- 
trate, including twenty-five years on the 
South Africanbench. Witherby. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author of this interesting book of remini- 
scences is a well-known South African Judge. He has 
many amusing Stories to tell, mainly conneéted with 
his 25 years on the South African bench. In an 
appendix he discusses the recent Opperman murder. 
Durr (Sir Heétor) This Small World of Mine. 

Illus. Nelson. tas. 6d. net. 

Sir He&tor Duff, who is well known for his serious 
work in other spheres, is here found in lighter mood. 
He chronicles with great charm the life and pursuits of 
a country gentleman in Scotland. He also recounts 
many pleasant anecdotes of his friends, both human 
and animal. 

Exuiotrr-Binns (L. E.) Religion in the Vic- 
torian Era. Lutterworth. 15s. net. 

The seeds of the profound modern discontent 
with religion were sown in the Viéorian era, so that 
if we ate to analyse it properly we must seek its 
origins. This book will help us to do so. It gives 
us a very clear account of the confli& between science 
and religion which took place in the Vitorian age, 
but it does far more than this, it also gives a record of 
the various religious revivals such as the Oxford 
Movement, and of the relation between Literature, 
Art and Religion. The whole forms a very concise 
account of the religious feeling of the time. 

Evans (C. H.) Naval Conversions. Illus. 
Witherby. 8s. 6d. net. 


The author writes for the amateur owner or pros- 
peéctive owner of a motor boat. He discusses the various 
types of hull suitable for conversion and gives many 

ractical hints on — rigging, painting, etc. 

fast chapter is devo’ to the approximate cost of 

materials. 

Eyston (George) and Brapiry (W. F.) 
Speed on Salt. A History of the Bonneville 
Salt Flats, Utah, U.S.A. With a Foreword 
by Sir Malcolm Campbell. Illus. Batsford. 
ss. net. 

As Sir Malcolm Campbell says in his preface to 
this book, “‘ The Utah Salt Flats are the speed labora- 
tory of the future.” We should all therefore know 
something about them. The authors supply that 
information, giving us their history and a full account 
of the records that have been made on them up to the 
present. 
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Frnvayson (H. H.) The Red Centre. Man and 
Beast in the Heart of Australia. With a 
Foreword by Frederick Wood Jones. 
Illus. Australia: Angus and Robertson. 
London: The Australian Book Co. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A popular but scientific account of the distrié 
in AuStralia between the boundaries of South and 
WeStern Australia, known as the Red Centre. The 
geological and geographical features of the land are 
discussed and chapters are devoted to the inhabitants, 
animal and human, which are to be found there. 
FiscHER (Louis) The Baby and the Growing 

Child. Feeding and Health Care. For 
Physicians, Mothers and Nurses. _ Illus. 
Funk and Wagnalls. $1.50. 

This work by a famous baby-specialist on the care 
of young children cannot fail to be of value in every 
household where there is a growing family. It is full 
of useful hints and information, clearly written and 
suitable for the non-medically trained mother, nurse or 
guardian. It suggests how to forestall and recognise 
disease, how to develop good qualities and cure or 
modify bad, in short how to aé& in minor difficulties and 
complaints before calling in a doétor. 

Funx (Charles Earle) What’s the Name, 
Please ? A Guide to the Correé& Pronuncia- 
tion of Current Prominent Names. Funk 


and Wagnalls. $1.00. 

A delightful book on names and how to say them 
and understand them. The author is justified in his 
claim that he has treated his subjeé&t with a human 
touch. Presumably he has been in communication with 
the respective possessors of the names and some really 
humorous material results ; see, for instance, the entry 
under Karapetoff. One odd omission, apparently, is 
Marjoribanks. 

Jenkinson (A. S.) In Search of Romantic 
Britain. Illus. Barron. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of this cheerful and casual travel book 
has surprisingly lived up to his title. Not only was 
he in search of a romantic Britain, but he found it on 
more than one occasion. Happenings in historic 
villages and haunted monasteries mingle pleasantly 
with adventures in sele& board residences, and “ pubs,” 
especially the latter. The illustrations are plentiful 
and up to the usual standard of excellence demanded 
nowadays. 

MapeEtIN (Louis) The Consulate and the 
Empire, 1809-1815. Translated from the 
French by E. F. Buckley. Vol. II. Heine- 
mann. I§s. net. 

This volume of the National History of France 
completes the story of the Consulate and the Empire. 
As in the previous volumes contemporary sources 
have been drawn on wherever possible. 

MatHew (David) Catholicism in England, 
1535-1935. Portrait ofa Minority : its Culture 
and Tradition. Longmans, Green. gs. net. 

It is a pity that Mr. George Moore is not alive to 
read this defence of the Catholic tradition and culture, 


which would have amply refuted the arguments he 
set forth in “ Hail and Farewell.” The author traces 
the growth of Catholic Culture right up to the present 
day, and shows clearly how considerable its con- 
tribution to the literary and cultural life of England 
has been. 

Mitter (Lynn) Woodcarving and Design. 
Illus. Pitman. 7s. 6d. net. 

The art of woodcarving is here well described, 
and all who are interested in it will welcome the very 
clear exposition and the excellent designs dealing with 
this popular handicraft. The author especially States 
that it does not exhaust the possibilities of beavtify! 
ornaments which may be introduced into woodwork, 
but the volume contains enough material to show a 
large variety of treatment and modelling. 
PicKERING (Hy.) Heaven, the Home of the 

Redeemed. Pickering. 1s. net. 

An answer to the question, ““ What is Heaven ?” 
by reference to the relevant texts from the New 
Testament. 

RicHARDSON (J. Henry) British Economic 
Foreign Policy. Allen and Unwin. tos. 6d. 
net. 

Any book which tends to clear up the muddle in 
which foreign policy of the world finds itself to-day, 
should be widely read. In this important work the 
author discusses the recent economic foreign policy 
of Great Britain and its effeé&t on other countries. 
Ricumonp (W. K.) England’s Birds. Illus. 

Faber. tos. 6d. net. 

A bird-book written from a new angle. The 
author has dealt with the various areas of Great Britain 
and has described the birds which one is likely to find 
in each area, during the different seasons of the year. 
The illustrations are exceptionally fine. 

R.M.S. QueEN Mary. A Record in Piétures, 
1930-1936. Photographed by Stewart Bale 


and others. Introduction and descriptive 
notes by George Blake. Batsford. 2s. 6d. 
net. 


A piétorial record of the latest triumph of British 
ship-building, with a short explanatory commentary. 
Rocers (Stanley) Freak Ships. With 110 

illustrations by the author. Lane. 8s. 6d. 


net. 

The title is a little misleading, as it does not give 
an adequate idea of the scope interest of the book. 
It deals with all the unusual types of ship that have been 
built, from the early transatlantic paddle boats which 
were freaks because of their size, to the extraordinary 
Russian “ Livadia ” which was a freak in shape. Boats 
used for special purposes, such as the “ Cleopatra,” 
which brought the obelisk to England, are also included. 
SemENov (Anatol F.) The Greek Language in 

its Evolution, an Introduétion to its Scientific 
Study. Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

The Greek language is one of the oldest languages 
with an unbroken record of use, Still in existence. The 
present book is a detailed account of its evolution from 
the times of Homer up to the present day. 
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SmirH (James) and Leg (Robert) Handfuls on 
Purpose for Christian Workers and Bible 
Students. Series XII].—Index Volume. 
Pickering. 4s. net. 

This, the index volume, completes the re-issue of 
this series of useful works, which have been found to 
be of great help to Bible students, lay readers and others. 


SmytH (Ethel) As Time Went On. 
Illus. Longmans, Green. 15s. net. 

This book forms a companion volume to Dame 
Ethel Smyth’s earlier volume of reminiscences. The 
chief theme of the book is the author’s relations with 
two people who were her most intimate friends, Lady 
Ponsonby and Harry Brewster. Much of their corre- 
spondence is reprinted. 


SuMMERHAYES (I. K.) The Twisted Vine. An 
imaginative reconstruction of the early life 
of Jacopone da Todi, mystic poet of Umbria. 
Bles. 8s. 6d. net. 

Medizval Italy was a picturesque place full of the 
most Startling contrasts in wealth and poverty, and 
vice and virtue. It forms a vivid background to this 
reconstruction of the life of one of the poets of the time, 
who could not reconcile himself to his environment. 


TEMPERLEY (Harold) and PENson (Lillian M.) 
Short Bibliography of Modern European 
History (1789-1935). Historical Associa- 
tion Pamphlet, No. 103. Bell. 1s. net. 

A useful list of the principal books with slight 
annotations. 

THRrouGH Eicutry Years (1855-1935). The 
Reminiscences of Charlotte, Viscountess 
Barrington. Illus. Murray. tos. 6d. net. 

The chronicle of a long and moderately eventful 
life, spent for the most part in the spacious days and 
ways of Viétorian and Edwardian England ; and after 
the war in conneétion with the Shrivenham Settlement 
and Welfare Scheme with which Lady Barrington’s 
name will always be remembered. 


Timmins (G. L.) Window Dressing. The 
Principles of ‘ Display.” Second edition. 
Illus. Pitman. 2s. net. 

A small handbook on a large subje&t which is 
ever growing in importance, as may be guaged by the 
spetacular effects now achieved by our huge new 
emporiums. The work is intended apparently for the 
small shopkeeper, but it gives much useful information 
in a limited space. 

TrappgEs-Lomax (Michael) Bishop Challoner. 
A Biographical Study derived from Dr. 
Edwin Burton’s The Life and Times of 
Bishop Challoner. Illus. Longmans, Green. 
ros. 6d. net. 

Bishop Challoner, author of the Garden of the Soul, 
was the one outStanding figure in a period when 
Catholicism in England was at a very low ebb. 
only life of him, now out of print, is a very large work 


JUST PUBLISHED 


IN SEARCH OF 


Romantic 
Britain 
A. S. JENKINSON 


if you love England, 
you will love this book. In two 
hundred and fifty pages the 
Author lays bare the beauty and 
the soul of Britain. He shows 
us that in this land which must 
always fire the imagination, the 
unexpected is usually waiting 
just round the corner, and it is 
partly the lure of this which 
makes his Search for Romantic 
Britain such fascinating read- 
ing. . .. .”"—-Ronald d’Aragon. 


7/6 net 
Srom all Booksellers and Libraries 


ARTHUR BARRON 


suitable only for scholars. This more popular book, 
therefore, will be welcomed by many. 


TROUNCER (Margaret) Courtesan of Paradise. 
Illus. Faber. 15s. net. 

This is not the first book which tells of the 
glamorous loves of Louis XIV. and the fair and 
adorable Louise de la Valliere, but it is one which sets 
forth the Story in fitting Style with good historical 
background and a wealth of detail and ave 
touches. But why describe Louise as a Courtesan ? 
If ever a king’s mistress was a woman of one love it 
was Louise, and to call her a courtesan cheapens her 


too much. 
FICTION. 


Barrns (Michael) Four in Hand. Stanley 
Smith. 3s. 6d. net. 

A Story of one woman and her three men friends 
written with a sincerity quite above the average. Whilst 
owing but little to the plot, it is full of charaéter drawing 
and might be said to indicate a genuine breaking away 
from the so-called oversexed novel. 

Cross (Mark) The Way of the Four. Ward 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Daphne Wayne and her Adjusters are as good as 
usual in Mark Cross’s latest. It is a full-length story 
and published at 3s. 6d. 

Ecerton (Lucy) Lady at Large. Cassell. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Squabbles between husband and wife. Edward 
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loves a sweet innocent miss and Julia does not care. 
Edward works on his wife’s feelings until she agrees to 
let him divorce her if she can find an attractive co- 
respondent. In the end Julia wins through and Edward 
is left lamenting, which is perhaps in the nature of 
justice. 


(Tristram) Creole Enchantment. Bles. 
7s. 6d. net. 


\n exciting and colourful Story of Trinidad and 
oil lands in which old negro curses play a part. The 
loves of Vanda and Clive are powerfully described and 
the denouement is terrific. 


LawreENcE (C. E.) The Old Lady. Murray. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Miss Pennistone was a martinet who kept her 
faithful companion, Kate Marsh, on a bit of string which 
she jerked occasionally with unpleasant results. Kate’s 
daughter, Rosie, gets married without inviting her 
mother to her wedding, and when asked to explain, 
says, “I thought you couldn’t leave old Pennycat.” 
This shattered Kate's ‘‘ edifice of illusions about Rosie.” 
Then tragedy steps in—not so bad as for a time it 
threatens to be. A clever Study of the relations between 
an old lady and her housekeeper companion. 


Lockey (Ronald M.) The Sea’s a Thief. 
A Novel. Longmans, Green. 7s. 6d. net. 
Fishermen fight for a living through the storms 
and hardships consequent on their calling. The scene 
is laid in the waters off South Pembrokeshire. A good 
sea Story. 


Lorrs (Norah) Here Was A Man. A Romantic 
History of Sir Walter Raleigh, his voyages, 
his discoveries and his Queen. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Lisbeth was a charming figure and her fidelity to 
Raleigh in the difficulties which surrounded him in 
later years is well shown in this attraétive historical 
romance. 


Lutyens (Mary) Rose and Thorn. Murray. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Rose and Eddie, having been married for over 
three years, begin to find the bond galling. Rose is 
bored. She breaks away and goes to Italy. The change 
is not so exhilarating as she expected and she sends for 
Philippa. Here we get Philippa’s love story which is 
quite charming. Rose begins to long for Eddie and— 
well, really it is a pretty Story. 


Macciuu (Mrs. Patrick) Hollywood Madness. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Hollywood at its maddest and worst. Perhaps 

to be regarded as a caricature. Film fans will delight 

in the descriptions of life in the city of gold and despair. 


MastIn (Mary) Lady Changeable. Wright and 
Brown. 7s. 6d. net. 

An idyll of Cornwall. Guy falls in love with 
Hilary and they marry, perhaps a little too soon to 
have realised the nature of their mutual love. Then 
Peter Steps in and it takes some time to disentangle the 
triangle. 


MIDDLETON (J. E.) The Clever Ones. Nelson. 


7s. 6d. net. 

A well built-up Story of the personalities 
who go to make up a great departmental Store. Then 
comes an attempt on the chief’s life. Humour and 
excitement combine to make a readable novel. 


Morrison (J. Strang) Restless Tides. A Novel. 
Blackwood. 7s. 6d. net. 


The mySterious island and the secret mine. The 
explanations supplied do not satisfy Lowry and the 
adventures met with in the course of the investigations 
are quite up to the mark. 

Murr (Augustus) Satyr Mask. Methuen. 
38. 6d. net. 

One of those very nasty houses that have some- 
thing wrong with them. Thrills by the jugful, and a 
final show-down, which to most readers will be quite 
unexpected. 

Peck (Winifred) The Skies are Falling. Faber. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The story of a family of lowland Scots, possessors 
of an impoverished estate, and their efforts to preserve 
it. The tale is told with much humour and the sketches 
of the neighbours and the members of the family are 
quietly funny. 

Prat (O. R.) Sea-Mary. A Novel. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Women at sea are often the cause of trouble and 
the cook’s wife on this trip caused plenty, but she got 
her deserts in the end. The surroundings of this story 
are remarkable in their accuracy and together with an 
unusual love Story form an interesting novel. 

Smites (Aileen) Indian Tea. Constable. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Life on board a ship bound for India and on a tea 
plantation. A romance begins early between Rory 
O’Neill and Helen Singleton, but it takes occult 
powers, snakes and a dozen adventurous episodes to 
bring them together at the last. 


Sreap (Christina) The Beauties and Furies. 


Davies. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Stead has a vivid imagination, and a power of 
investing her characters with a fantastic air, and yet 
she does not lose touch with reality. The scene is 
laid in Paris, and the chief charaéters are Elvira, a 
runaway wife, and Oliver, her lover; their life and 
love in Paris and the parade of strange characters whom 
they meet form the subjeé matter of an unusual novel. 
Symons (Beryl) By Whose Hand? Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

MySterious hostess, mySterious guests, mysterious 
house, mySterious servants and mysterious surround- 
ings. The murder! What more can be wanted. 
TempLe (Jan) Stepmother of Five. 2nd 

edition. Mills and Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is called the Romantic Book of the month 
and romantic it certainly is. The opening is excellent. 
Fiona is engaged to James Harker and thinks he has 
five children by his first wife, but finds they are all 
grown-ups. She has a past—not lurid, but disconcert- 
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ing—and she stakes her all on a somewhat uncertain 

future with Lance, the son of her fiancé. If the various 

love affairs were not so complicated the story would 
have made even better reading. 

THorRNE (E. P.) Ganges Mud. An Indian 
Mystery Story, introducing Vane Sahib, 
C.1I.D. Wright and Brown. 7s. 6d. net. 

An Indian murder Story with a very unpleasant 
method of murder. If the reader wishes to get local 
colour and an Anglo-Indian vocabulary, this will be 

a good book to Start on. 

YeDRENNE (L. W.) Happy Return. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

- Rodney Marlow’s relations with two sisters, 
Edna and Linda Tarrant, form the basis of the plot. 
Rodney is a bit of a prig—he lived in ‘‘ The Valley” 
as opposed to Molebridge proper, and is the son of a 
wealthy and autocratic mother. Linda, though finding 
her mate in Rodney, cannot bear to fight for him against 
her own sister, nor does Rodney encourage her to do 
so. She marries Leopold Jones. Raymond Hornby 
and Eugene Warner, both unusual charaéters, advise 


her how she should regulate her life. An ultra- 

modern novei, this. 

Warp (Joreth) Timorous Adventures. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 


A farcical Story turning on a will in which the 
should-be heirs to an eState, Barbara and Washer, are 
to forfeit their inheritance unless they marry the butler 
and housekeeper respectively. Naturally enough they 
refuse. A mixed-up story which will pass a pleasant 
hour in the hands of many readers. Like most such 
farces, everything happens for the best in the end. 

We ts (Carolyn) For Goodness’ Sake. Lippin- 
cott. 7s. 6d. net. 

The well-known deteétive, Fleming Stone, had 
his usual luck when he Started his holiday at South 
Neptune, L.I. MySterious death followed mysterious 
death but Mr. “‘ Quarry ” was ultimately located. 
Wriiarp (Barbara) As Far As In Me Lies. 

Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 


A study of Lydia’s reactions to marriage, carefully 
written and carefully worked out. A grim and tragic 
Story of a woman tied to a man who drinks. 


Witson (Cherry) Thunder Brakes. Ward, 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Tex Rankin and Dell Young were no ordinary 
“ pals,” and between them they undertook a Stiff job 
when they hired themselves out to Curly Q Ranch, 
but there was a woman in the offing which made every- 
thing worth while. 

Wopenouse (P. G.) Young Men in Spats. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Wodehouse’s genius for language, for plot, 
for satire, and for sheer fantasy, do not decrease with 
the years; in faét, they seem to increase. This book 
will satisfy the most exaéting of his admirers, and it is 
hardly surprising that it should have been chosen as 
the Drones’ Club Book of the Month. 

Woorron (Barbara) London’s Burning. A 
Novel for the Decline and Fall of the Liberal 
Age. Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

The scene is set in 1940 and relates the experiences 


which a cultured man, Theodore Frinton, underwent. 
A social upheaval takes place, there are riots and a 
general strike. The whole struéture of Theodore’s life 
is undermined and when at last quiet is restored he is 
left a sadly disillusioned man. 


JUVENILE. 


Bower (M. Cathcart) Kilango. Illus. Pitman. 
38. 6d. net. 

A Story for boys and girls set in East Africa. Life 
in a kraal in a native community is full of excitement to 
the two boy friends, Kilango and Jerogi. Juveniles 
will learn something concerning East African Tribes 
while reading in a spirit of recreation. 


Hocxasy (Stephen) Outlaws of the Border’ 
Frontis. Pitman. 3s. 6d. net 
A Stirring juvenile which tells the adventures of 
four children living in a castle during the fourteenth 
century. Their adventures with outlaws, their defence 
of the castle and their dramatic rescue, all go to make 
up a good Story. 

Oman (Carola) Ferry the Fearless. Illus. by 
Winifred M. Townshend. Pitman. 3s. 6d. 
net. 

Ferry de Knoville is the central figure of this 
twelfth century story of knights and troubadours 
which will be appreciated in the Juvenile Department. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

ANNALS OF MEDICAL HISTORY, May, 1936. 
—ASLIB BOOK-LIST, January, 1936.—BLACK- 
WELL, Catalogue 391, Medieval and Modern European 
Philology ; Catalogue 392, Religion and Ethics.— 
BOOK LIST, June, 1936—BULLETIN of the 
American Library Association, May, June, 1936.— 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY Bulletin of Information, 
July, 1936—DECORATION, May, June, 1936.— 
LIBRARIAN, May, June, 1936. — LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT, May, June, 1936—LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION RECORD, May, June, 1936.—LIBRARY 
JOURNAL, May rst, 15th, June 18t, 15th, 1936.— 
LIBRARY REVIEW, Summer, 1936. —-MERRY-GO- 
ROUND, June, July, 1936.—MORE BOOKS, The 
Bulletin of the Boston Public Library, May, 1936.— 
ST. LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY Monthly Bufletin, 
May-June, 1936.—WILSON BULLETIN, May, June, 


1936. 


Essex Guild of Librarians. 


THE second meeting of the Guild was held, 
by kind permission of the Southend-on-Sea 
Public Libraries and Museum Committee, at 
the Central Library, Southend, on Wednesday, 
June 24th. Some of the members arrived 
early in the afternoon and visited the branch 
libraries at Southchurch and Leigh. Mr. 
Sydney, M.C., F.L.A., took the chair at 

p.m., and called upon Mr. W. Pollitt, 
BSA., F.L.A., to read a paper on “ The 
Library Association Conference—1936.” Mr, 
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ceedings Margate, and provoked a keen 
discussiog. The main points for and against 
the Nafionalisation of Libraries were dis- 
cussed; and members were urged by most 
of the chief librarians present to be ready with 
their arguments on this subject, in view of 
further developments at the next Conference. 
Mr. D. McDougall, F.L.A., in proposing a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Pollitt, commented on 
the three papers on Library Staffs which were 
read at the Conference, and described the 
West Ham practice of interchange of Staff 
between the branches and the Central Library. 
At the conclusion of the meeting it was 
announced’ that arrangements were being 
made by Mr. S. G. Berriman for a meeting at 
Chingford, on Wednesday, September 30th, 
further details of which will be issued later. 


Pollitt ot very able summary of the pro- 


Correspondence 
The Editor, 

Tue Lisrary 
Sir, 


July 1st, 1936. 


LIBRARY STAFF HOURS. 


The recent references to the Birmingham 
Libraries Staff hours should be welcome and 
useful to many libraries. As a further con- 
tribution, it may be helpful to state that the 
hours of the Sunderland Libraries Staff are 
36 per week. These were reduced from 40, 
on the claim that as our grading scale is the 
same as that of our Town Hall departments, 
the average working hours of our staff should 
at least be the same. 

The Lending departments here are open 
from 10 to 7.30, and for many years have not 
closed for a weekly half-holiday—an advan- 
tage to staff and public alike. This enables 
the staff to be reasonably free to exchange 
half-holidays, and so applications for special 
leave rarely occur. There is no need to out- 
line our time tables; these are various but 
convenient, as the staff were invited to suggest 
them, giving due consideration to rush or 
peak hours, to be expected in an industrial 
town of 200,000 population. 

The abolishing of the half-closing day, and 
offering the public six full days’ service until 
7.30—as substitute for the old late closing 
hour—is a gesture appreciated by the majority 
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of those wishing to use libraries on the general 
half-holiday. Incidentally, the small economy 
effected in winter lighting helps towards 
additional expense incurred through any need 
for extra day or evening assistants. 


An examination of time worked by Staffs 
in a hundred libraries—taken haphazardly from 
The Libraries and Museums Year Book—results 
in an average working week of 41 hours. 


The ditom of keeping Lending Libragjgs 
open uatila late hour is a relic ofjpecs 
days, when—certainly in the 
readers worked longer, had a very limited 
mid-day #nterval, and in some cases 
a weekly half-holiday. The facilities of Branch 
Libraries or convenient bus or tram services 
were rare. Even so, long and late library 
staff hours were not justified. The few 
persons to-day who cannot find time to visit 
their Lending Library—at least once a week— 
between 10 and 7.30 are more in need of a 
bed than a book ! 

The early days of Public Libraries have left 
little to admire in methods, administration, 
or hours, despite the softening influence of 
remembrance with which time tends to efface 
some ways of long past yesterdays. Those 
who experienced them should use any influence 
they possess to accelerate still further “‘ the 
good time coming” which was promised 
to-morrow, but never to-day. Though the 
old period was not without its giants, there 
is no doubt that “‘ Rate Limitations,” and 
bogy committees, were often made to cover 
or excuse many sins of harshness, ignorance 
or nervousness, of which they were seldom the 
cause. Admitting that the first two of these 
sins are now rarely found in Chief Officers, 
there are still instances of timidity towards 
committees. Surely it cannot be said that 
there is an enervating influence in our cultural 
environment ! 

Most committees are amenable to reasonable 
suggestions for staff working, especially when 
reminded of the time necessary for examina- 
tion work==not always required in other 
departments of public service. 

Yours, etc., 


J. A. Deas. 


Public Libraries; Museum 
and ‘Art Gallery, Sunderland. 
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The Afmerican Booktrade Directory 


Intluding a list of 6,000 bobksellers, publishers, trade organizations and periodicals, 

 S*wholesalers, literans ts, Mewspapt~ syndicates, subscription book concerns, British 
publishers, who its in — } 2blications, and other lists. 

Retail booksellers of all types ere arranged by states and cities, and listed alphabetically, ; 

(thereunder. Practicilly all ateKéyed to give type of store and details of de 

“A very valuable mailing list. ; 

fact book of names and addresses in this industry. $10.00 


The American Library Directory 


A list by states of some 9,000 libraries—with guide to class of library and with names 
of librarian and statistical data. The list includes: public libraries, college and 
university libraries, professional and institutional libraries, library organizations, 
library schools and leading libraries of Canada. The book includes an index to special 
collections. 

The arrangement is alphabetical by states, and cities—under which libraries are listed 
in alphabetical order. Includes a great deal of statistical information ahout each 
library. $12.00 


Periodicals Directory—Revised and Enlarged 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS— 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN, edited by CAROLYN F. ULRICH, Ohief Periodicals Division, 
N.Y. Public Library. 

This directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for 
librarians of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also 
as an aid in the selection of titles for purchase. 

This list does not aim to be exhaustive but its eight thousand selected titles represent 
the periodicals published in the United States and foreign countries, especially in 
England, France and Germany, which have been found most useful in. American 
collections. $12.00 


R.R. BOWKER CO. 62 W. 45th St. NEW YORK 
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HIVERS’ DISTINCTIVE NEW JUVENILE 
i} BOOKS WILL PROVE TO BE AN IDEAL 
AND ATTRACTIVE ADDIT'ON TO YOUR 
JUNIOR LIBRARY, A3 THEIR SPECIALLY 
CONSTRUCTED BINDINGS ON WHICH ARE REPRO-. 
DUCED THE ILLUSTRATED DESIGNS USED FOR 
THE PUBLISHERS’ CASES ARE AN WUTSTANDING 
FEATURE. 
Since our extensive display at the recent 
Library Association Conference we have 


received numerous orders and unanimous 
approval in this direction. 


We can therefore strongly recommend these 
selected titles for your Juvenile Library, as 
they are bindings which are characteristic 
of the strength and reliability of Chivers’ 
methods. 


A Catalogue of Popular Titles 
will be sent om request. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LIMITED 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 


PORTWAY BATH 


Printed by F Lrp., 8 & 9 St. R 
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